
 

 

Save the Date! 

Above:	Photograph	recently	deposited	in	the	archives	and	thought	to	be	of	Ox	Hay	Farm.	
Can	anyone	provide	any	details	or	memories?	

Meeting Dates: 
Talks and venue are yet to be 

arranged 
 

October			18th		2021	
November	15th	2021	
December	20th	2021	

	
No	one	has	paid	membership	fees	
for	2020	or	2021.	The	Committee	
have	decided	that	we	will	re-start	
collecting	membership	fees	
following	the	AGM	in	2022.		
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Update	
Meetings	resume	on	the	20th	September	at	7.00p.m	

At	the	Victoria	Centre,	Station	Road	
Please	note	the	venue	for	our	first	meeting	in	September.	

We	have	two	short	presentations	planned:	Adrian	Lawton	is	to	talk	on	“When	
Uncle	Tom	came	to	England	to	buy	a	train”	which	sounds	very	intriguing	and	
Mike	Turnock	will	be	presenting	his	research	on	“1830s	Bradley	Green	and	
the	Bradbury	coal	masters”	which	will	be	fascinating.		
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RECENT	ADDITIONS	TO	
ARCHIVES:	

Over	 the	summer	we	have	had	a	collection	
of	articles	deposited	by	both	John	Sherratt	
and	 Derek	 Wheelhouse.	 Members	 may	
wish	to	look	at	a	copy	of	Robert	Plot’s	‘The	
Natural	 History	 of	 Staffordshire	 	 1686’	
which	 has	 been	 kindly	 donated	 by	 John	 to	
the	society.	Our	collection	of	maps	has	also	
been	 extended.	 Gerald	 Worland	 has	
donated	 a	 fine	 collection	 of	 Biddulph	
postcards.	These	are	available	for	all	to	see	
on	 our	 web	 site.	 Finally,	 we	 have	 had	 a	
collection	 of	 documents	 from	 Roland	
Machin	relating	to	the	sale	of	Flood	Farm.	If	
you	 would	 like	 to	 know	 more	 about	 our	
archives	please	speak	to	Elaine.	

	

Above:	Bringing	the	Brew:	
a	photograph	 found	at	postcardsfromStoke.wordpress.com.	Roland	

Machin	is	especially	interested	in	this	photograph	as	it	shows	the	shop	and	bakery	that	
his	great-grandparents	occupied.	Today	it	is	Charter	Vets.	He	thinks	the	lorry	dates	from	
the	 late	1920s	or	early	1930s.	There	are	also	telephone	wires	–	can	this	help	date	 the	
photograph?	Does	anyone	have	any	thoughts	on	the	above	photograph?	
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Frederick Ridley 
Enoch  

 
Patternmaker 

 
Born 1869 
Died 1932 

 
Sometimes	 we	 receive	 very	
interesting	 requests	 for	 help	
through	 our	website.	 This	 is	 one	 of	
those	 fascinating	 tales.	 Ray	 Carter	
got	 in	 touch	with	 the	 society	asking	
if	 we	 could	 help	 trace	 Frederick	 R	
Enoch	and	his	family.		

 
Ray,	a	retired	cabinetmaker	with	an	interest	 in	social	history	had	recently	acquired	a	
tool	box.	As	you	can	see	 from	the	photograph	above,	 it	was	obviously	cherished	and	
well	 maintained.	 At	 the	 bottom	 of	 the	 box	was	 an	 ‘Odontograph	 and	 the	Waltons	
Wheel	Scale’	which	had	been	meticulously	copied	out	by	hand	and	signed	and	dated	
August	6th	1893.	Ray	says	that	‘I	know	from	the	hand	written	setting	out	of	scales	found	
in	 the	 toolbox	 that	 Frederick	 would	 have	 had	 quite	 a	 schooling	 before	 entering	 a	
supposed	apprenticeship.	The	quality	of	his	work	was	astounding.	‘			
It	 is	 thought	 that	he	probably	worked	 for	Heaths	–	working	on	 the	wooden	patterns	
used	to	cast	large	cog	and	gear	wheels.	
	
	
Ray	had	already	amassed	quite	a	 large	amount	of	detail	on	Frederick’s	early	 life	and	
his	time	in	Biddulph	and	we	were	not	able	to	add	a	great	deal	more.	We	were	able	to	
expand	his	family	details	–	there	were	children	who	had	died	very	young	that	Ray	was	
unaware	of.	The	family	had	also	been	very	keen	on	Fox	Terriers	and	bred	them	at	their	
home,	 ‘Grove	 Kennels,’	 on	 John	 Street.	 Indeed,	 by	 1922,	 Frederick	was	 entering	 his	
Terriers	 in	competitions	 in	 the	Potteries	and	winning	prizes!	He	 remarried	after	 the	
death	of	his	first	wife	and	appears	to	have	had	a	stint	as	a	publican	at	the	Lion’s	Head	
Inn,	Hanley.	If	you	have	any	connections	with	Frederick	–	please	get	in touch.	
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SNIPPETS….. 
On	21st	August	1913,	it	was	reported	in	the	Staffordshire	Sentinel	that	a	national	appeal	
had	been	launched	for	the	1916	Olympics	games,	with	a	view	to	raising	£100,000	

The Olympic Games Fund 
Over £4,000 Given 

 

The	first	list	of	donors	who	gave	
£4,000	is	shown	here,	and	includes	
the	author,	Sir	Arthur	Conan	Doyle.		
In	September	1913,	Harrods	of	
London	offered	to	donate	£100	a	year	
for	four	years	towards	the	fund	
provided	that	10	other	firms	would	
do	the	same.	
By	October	that	year,	the	Fund	
organisers	said	that	only	£8583	had	
been	donated	and	that	unless	
£25,000	was	given	by	the	end	of	the	
year,	the	Fund	would	be	abandoned.		
In	January	1914,	the	Fund	was	closed,	

Update	on	the	Newsletter:	
	
It	has	been	agreed	that	the	newsletter	
will	 be	 produced	 three	 times	 a	 year:	
September,	December	and	March.	We	
may	also	have	a	June	issue	if	a	‘Guest	
Editor’	volunteers	for	the	role.	
Please	 send	 in	 any	 contributions	 by	
the		14th	of	the	previous	month.	
We	welcome	both	short	and	longer	
items	from	our	members.	If	you	have	
something	unusual	or	interesting	to	
share	we	would	love	to	know!	We	can	
help	anyone	who	wants	to	put	
forward	an	article	–	contact	either	
Elaine	or	Madelaine	and	we	will	do	
our	best	to	help.	



 

 

THE LOREM IPSUMS FALL 2016 

5 

Continuing	with	the	sporting	theme:	Water	Polo	-	a	family	history	story	by	
Madelaine	Lovatt	
	
It	all	started	with	a	family	story	about	my	Auntie	Mary,	born	1904	in	Burslem.	
The	story	goes	that	her	brothers	were	strong	supporters	of	the	Tunstall	Water	Polo	teams	
in	the	1920s	and	that	Mary	often	went	to	Tunstall	Baths	to	support	them.	On	this	occasion,	
Mary	didn’t	like	the	decision	that	the	referee	had	given	and	she	pushed	him	in	the	Pool!	
I	have	looked	at	the	Newspaper	Archives	to	try	and	see	if	any	details	about	this	“incident”,	
but	haven’t	been	able	to	see	anything,	although	I	did	find	reports	of	matches	in	which	my	
Uncle	 Ted,	 born	 1902	 (who	 at	 one	 time	 was	 Hon	 Secretary	 of	 Tunstall	 Catholics	
Swimming	Club),	and	my	dad,	Gerard	Quinn,	born	1907,	took	part.	
However,	 what	 is	 amazing	 is	 to	 see	 how	many	 reports	 there	 were	 in	 the	 local	 papers	
about	Water	Polo	matches.	It	must	have	been	a	really	popular	sport.	It	seems	that	Tunstall	
had	Senior,	 Junior	and	Squadron	teams.	As	well	as	several	local	 leagues,	there	were	also	
regional	 and	 national	 competitions.	 There	 were	 also	 Olympians	 playing	 at	 Tunstall,	 as	
shown	in	the	cutting	below:		

Tense	cup-tie	struggle	at	Tunstall	–	20th	June	1929	
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This	was	a	20th	June	1929	Staffordshire	Sentinel	report	of	the	first	round	of	the	English	
Water	 Polo	 Championships,	 where	 Tunstall	 lost	 to	 Liverpool	 Police	 in	 a	 “fast	 and	
vigorous	match.”	Playing	on	the	Liverpool	side	was	Leslie	Albett,	goalie,	who	competed	
in	the	British	Olympic	teams	in	1928	and	1936.	
The	newspaper	reports	tell	of	local	matches	where	a	large	and	enthusiastic	crowd	were	
expected	and	 the	 cutting	 below,	 from	19th	August	 1926,	 shows	 the	 lengths	 that	 some	
spectators	took	to	get	to	the	match!		
I	 will	 continue	 to	 research	 this	 topic	 over	 the	 winter	 months,	 I	 would	 welcome	 any	
information	which	members	may	have.	
As	 an	 aside,	 in	 1906,	 Sporting	 Life	 reports	 a	 discussion	 on	 a	 Southern	 District	
recommendation	that	a	rubberised	Water	Polo	ball	should	be	used	instead	of	a	leather	
one.	The	 suggestion	was	opposed	because	 the	Southern	players	were	used	 to	playing	
with	a	leather	ball.	That	must	have	hurt!	
	

Tunstall’s	Northern	Counties	Junior	Cup	Win	
19th	August	1926	


